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Final Exam Part I: Grading Policy

Course Description

Welcome to Algebra I! This course is about describing relationships between objects expressed through variables. We will go through fundamental properties of Algebra, as well as various methods of solving expressions and equations. The reason there is a grading policy is to make sure that the expectations for achievement and criteria for course requirements are clearly outlined with a percentage of the total amount of points for this class. As a student, you should be aware of how much each section of the course will affect your grade and set goals related to these requirements to ensure your success in the course. By participating in class and putting forth effort in this course, you should have no trouble with this course.

Though grading in mathematics is usually seen as objective, there will be emphasis on out of the box thinking and questioning. I want my class to be comfortable with uncertainty and debate key mathematical ideas. Students will be able to create and use critical thinking to discover new ideas and make conjectures. In class, wrong answers are not penalized. I want your mathematics experience to be as engaging and fun as possible. I will try my best to grade fairly, accurately, and consistently for every student.

Grading Criteria

Your semester grade will be based on several course requirements and the grading scale as follows:

	Types of Course Requirements

	Homework Assignments

Participation

Journals

Quizzes (TBD)

Exams (4)

Semester Exam (Cumulative)
	20% of grade

10% of grade

10% of grade

total 5% of grade

each 10% of grade

10% of grade


The course will be scored out of 1000 points. Your grade will determine on the amount of points accumulated at the end of the semester. Your grade will be based on the grading scale:

	Grading Scale

	A = 90 – 100%

B = 80 – 89%

C = 70 – 79%

D = 60 – 69%

F = 0 – 59% 

(Please don’t get an F!)


Course Requirement Descriptions

· Homework Assignments (20% of grade)

There will be homework assignments given throughout the course. Homework is worth 20% of your grade because it is a way of assessing learned material everyday and practice for mastery of the mathematics learned in class. Assignments will be given out almost everyday are expected to be handed in at the beginning of class the day it is due. The homework assignments will be given after new material at the end of class. The homework is designed for practice of the new mathematics and deeper comprehension. Homework problems will vary in difficulty and contain both procedural and conceptual knowledge. Completion of the homework is important in order to apply various mathematical connections throughout the course. It is important to understand the material so that students will apply, analyze, and synthesize this knowledge in various situations. Homework will be collected at random and checked for accuracy and completeness. The amount of points of each assignment will vary. 

· Participation (10% of grade)

Participation is a critical portion of the course. Taking part in classroom discussions and having a voice in the classroom lets students practice communicating their thinking and share ideas. Students cannot learn mathematics without talking about mathematics, and there will be many opportunities to discuss important math topics during this semester. Each student is required to be active participants during class and contribute in classroom activities and discussions. Participation in class will look like answering questions posed by both the teacher and your peers. Students are expected to help out with group work and cooperate with peers in activities during class. Following class expectations for the lesson will also determine participation points for the day. 

· Journals (10% of grade)

Throughout the semester, students will keep a journal containing both conceptual and procedural notes, vocabulary, and reflections related to the mathematics learned. Just as communication is important, being able to reflect on the mathematics is also essential. Journals give students the opportunity to document important material from class and homework, as well as reflect and apply their knowledge to other areas. Students will refer to their journal repeatedly throughout the semester and will use the journal as a study guide for exams. Journals are worth as much as participation and will be collected at the end of every exam for constructive feedback.

· Quizzes (total 5% of grade)

Towards the middle of each chapter, there will be a short quiz. These quizzes are designed to gauged student understanding and application of the material learned in class. These quizzes are not only for the teacher to assess, but also for the student to focus on their weaker areas of study. The format of the quizzes will look very similar to the exams. Every quiz will be announced a week ahead of time so that you have enough time to prepare. Quizzes are worth only 5% of your grade because they only cover about half of the material as the exam, and will better prepare you for what will be on the exam.

· Three Exams (each 10% of grade)

There will be three exams throughout the semester. The exams will focus on the material covered in homework and ideas discussed in class. The exam will test both the student’s procedural and conceptual knowledge, so the exam will focus heavily on overall knowledge and application. Exams are worth over a quarter of your grade because they are a key assessment in evaluating your understanding and application of key ideas covered in class. Grading the exams will be determined by the performance of the class overall.

· Semester Exam (10% of grade)

The semester exam is at the end of the semester and covers most of the material up to the exam. The semester exam will be in the same format as the three exams throughout the semester, but will be more comprehensive and focus on the big ideas covered in class. Since the semester exam is cumulative, it is worth 10% of your grade.

Late work and Absences

For unexcused absences, there will not be any credit given for the homework due that day and participation points will be deducted. Since homework is collected at the beginning of class, late work will have points deducted. If you have an unexcused absence on an exam day, you will receive a zero for the exam.  For excused absences and excused tardiness, there will be no penalty for work that day. If you have an excused absence during an exam, we will discuss when you can make up the exam. For extended excused absences, we will contact your parents to discuss the best course of action to make up missed class work and homework.

Part II: Test Preparation and Anxiety


Text anxiety for students and test preparation plays a big role in the construction for teachers and performance for students. As a teacher, it is important to teach your students various test taking skills and give them tips to ease their anxiety and ensure that they do the best they can. An important tip for students is pacing and making sure they are not rushing through it. Especially on math exams, students tend to make small mistakes that could have been avoided if they paced themselves and double checked their work. They should also skim the test and go through the easier problems first, saving the harder problems for last so they don’t have to worry about the others. The quizzes in the class are also designed for practice for the exams later on. Though they are still graded, they are weighted much less. If students have anxiety about the content of the text, I would make sure that they knew exactly what topics were being covered and give them a general sense of specific topics. 


I would let my students know it is okay to have anxiety, but in excess it can be detrimental to their performance. If some students really have a hard time, I would talk with them privately and give them a few tips that help with anxiety: practicing breathing slowly, positive thinking and confidence, and being healthy. For general tips, I would tell them that cramming the night before is not best, but spreading it out helps retention and studying a little before the test helps as well. I would probably put all of these tips and strategies on a handout so that they can refer to them if needed. To alleviate these types of anxieties, I would let my students know all of the details of the test (not specific problems) so they have all the information, including what equipment they are allowed to use.

Part III: Cultural Issues in Assessment


There are various cultural issues that educators should take into consideration for assessments. As teachers, we need to ensure that our assessments are equitable and cater to all of our students. We also must be aware of our assessment methods and the way we construct, administer, and interpret them because cultural biases can play a role. 

What is the problem?

There is a disproportionate number of minority students placed in special education classes. Because of flawed assessments, more and more nonwhite students are being placed in lower level classes. Another part of the problem is focusing on the achievement gap to base where these students should be placed

What’s wrong with focusing on the achievement gap?

· Gives a static picture of inequities and accepts this notion of student identity

· There are many assumptions in measurement

· Suggests that a comparison group is necessary

· Perpetuates the myth that the problem/solution is technical

· Supports deficit thinking and negative narratives about students of color

As educators, we must eliminate this process of having assessments as a contributing factor to generalizing minorities. 

What are the sources of bias in assessment?

· Problems in construction, design, administration, and interpretation of tests

· Pyschometric bias is based in construct validity, sampling, item bias, and language bias

· Cultural and educational disadvantages, subdominant group

· Resources, Curriculum, Teacher expectations, Tracking, Instructor Quality

An important idea is that these test scores are seen as an accurate measure of the individual, but they are also a product of the student’s cultural and education disadvantages. The amount of resources that a student has at home can effect their achievement. Tracking minority students and giving them low quality teachers and a low quality curriculum effects their achievement. Teacher biases and expectations play a role in achievement of students of color. These are all things educators need to be aware of and actively combat in order to ensure the success of their students.

What are some solutions?

Instead of focusing on the dominant group and trying to focus what works best for them and reciprocate these methods with students of color, we should try to see what we can do differently with these students. Rather than focusing on trying to close the gap, we could focus on trying to have everyone achieve higher. We need to make sure educators know that equity is not the same as equality and that not all students need sameness, they need justice. As teachers, we must first be aware of our own biases, and we must believe that every student has the potential to succeed and have high expectations. So what do these expectations look like to you?

Part IV: Communicating Student Performance with Parents


Margaret is a great student and a joy to have in class! Let’s take a look at her report card. She is doing fairly well in both science and math. She gets very good scores with the exception of one missed assignment in both science and math. I think this shows that since she is excelling in these subjects, she thinks its okay to drop one assignment and will not matter. If she had turned in those assignments, it would have increased her homework score quite a bit and possibly pushed her overall letter grade up. Nonetheless, she gets near perfect score in science and performs very well on math tests. In social studies, she does very well on the homework but doesn’t seem to perform that well on the tests. I think she needs to improve her study methods when preparing for the social studies exams. She also has low participation, which suggests she tunes out during class. I think it might be beneficial for Margaret to pay attention a little bit more in class and contribute in class by asking questions. She might be missing out on valuable information for the exams. In English, she was doing poorly on the homework and on the first two exams, but really showed improvement by the end of the grading period. Her last exam was 50 points higher than the previous one! If Margaret is consistent, she will raise her letter grade.


Margaret’s ISAT report is consistent with her performance shown on her report card. She exceeds the standards in science and outperforms the average student scores in the school, district, and the state! Her math scores meet the standards, but still did better than 72% of the students nationally. Her deficit area is reading. She was a little below standards, but still did better than 68% of the students nationally. It seems that Margaret has a little trouble with vocabulary, reading strategies, comprehension, and literature. What is surprising is that, despite this, she scored a 4 out of 4 on the extended response question. Margaret’s writing is perfectly fine, but her reading needs improvement. This is very informative in terms of her English and Social Studies performance. If she asked her teachers for help in reading, she could increase her performance and enjoyment in both of those classes.

