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The six goals of public education are to prepare children for citizenship, to cultivate a skilled workforce, to teach cultural literacy, to prepare students for college, to help students become critical thinkers, and to help students compete in a global marketplace. Most people will probably agree and approve of these goals. I think that the two goals that have probably stayed from the beginning have been the first two – to prepare students for citizenship and to cultivate a skilled workforce. Since the foundation of public education, it has been about teaching children how to be a part of the society that surrounds them and more about vocational training. The more recent goals are the last four. Because of our society is evolving constantly, schools need to adjust their curriculums to accommodate these changes. I believe that there are two that should be added to this list.

The first one is that one goal of public education is to nurture students personal growth, self-exploration, and creative self-expression. I think creativity is something that is not valued in public schools and should be if schools want to teach holistically. I think creativity is as important in education as literacy. Public schools stigmatize students for being wrong, and if kids are afraid of being wrong, then they might very well lose their chance to be creative. As all educators should know – intelligence is diverse, dynamic, and distinct. Schools play a big role in cultivating the next generation. There should be room for promoting creativity in students within a structured environment. 

The second goal is to inspire and motivate students to become meaningful learners. A lot of times in school, students become rote learners, where they just want to study the material that will be on the test to get a good grade, or just memorize a formula without getting the concept or the relevance of a certain subject. In fact, once students reach high school, they might even go all four years with this mentality. I know that this goal is a challenge for all teachers, but teachers should be challenged to inspire students and to help students become meaningful learners. That should be a goal of every teacher who is passionate about teaching. Within this goal is momentum of student learning. As students finish high school, they should be excited to go to college and continue their education as well as knowing how to feel inspired and motivated to learn after their schooling.

If there were something I would take off the list, it would be the goal to prepare students for college. It might seem hypocritical from reading the last paragraph, but I mean this in the sense that it seems schools prepare students specifically for higher education, and not letting them know their options. As children grow up we begin to educate them progressively from the waist up, then we focus on their heads, then slightly to one side. We have to ask ourselves - who are the winners of this education system? If you look at the output, the whole purpose of public education is to produce university professors!

The reality in public schools today is more to prepare students for higher learning and be competitive internationally in terms of the core subjects in school, not really to prepare them for post secondary life regardless of higher education. I think a lot of the focus of public education (in my personal experience) has been about achievement gaps, budget cuts, and equity, not fairness. Schools are now looking for a better reputation rather than looking towards their students for improvement.
